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Kids blossom and grow through BlackCat Music Cooperative programs 
by Kate Evans

Local kids are exploring
their musical talents, gaining
self-confidence and express-
ing themselves creatively
through music through
BlackCat Music Coopera-
tive’s programs. Their mis-
sion is providing in-school
and after-school music en-
richment learning opportuni-
ties like music lessons,
personal instrument instruc-
tion and performance mentor-
ing for young people of all
ages in the community.  

Family-owned BlackCat
Music Shop and Studio co-
owner Janet Gauthier began
the BlackCat Music Cooper-
ative 501c3 non-profit organ-
ization in January to help fill
the gap in music education,
believing in the power of
music to engage young peo-
ple, enhance their personal
growth and development,
help sustain their academic
success and keep them in
school. 

Gauthier is the organiza-
tion’s executive director and
her son Adam Kary, BlackCat
Music Shop and Studio co-
owner, is on its board of di-
rectors. BlackCat Music
Cooperative’s logo is em-
powering youth through
music. The organization is
collaborating with local
schools, community groups,
non-profit agencies and inter-
ested individuals.

Pilot grant
Gauthier said the BlackCat

Music Cooperative received
a $3,000 starter grant from
the Tom Seely Foundation.
The BlackCat Music Cooper-
ative partnered with Morgan
County Schools last April to
offer their first program of
ukulele lessons at the Warm
Springs Middle School MC
After 3 program with instruc-
tor Mike Kligerman.   

A once-a-week ukulele
program will begin again this
fall at the middle school on
October 12.  They have sev-
eral sponsors and grant fund-
ing that are helping to

provide instruments and les-
sons, Gauthier said. 

School of Rock success
Gauthier said their Black-

Cat Music Cooperative is
based on the success of the
BlackCat School of Rock,
which Kary founded in 2007.
Around 30 local kids have
gone through the program
and graduated from it since
its start.  

Gauthier said at first
School of Rock kids would
be very shy, wouldn’t make
eye contact and would stay to
the back.  She really saw
amazing transformations in
the teens in each group as
they received individual in-
strument instruction, learned
to play songs together and be-
came more self-confident.  

Each group of kids went on
to college and trade schools,
are all good citizens and all
ended up being good kids,
she said.  They visit and per-
form at BlackCat and keep in
touch with their band mates.
Several help out and mentor
current School of Rock par-
ticipants to give back to the
community.  

Intermediate school
The BlackCat Music Coop-

erative and the Morgan
County Partnership spon-
sored purchasing 25 colorful
ukuleles for Warm Springs
Intermediate School teachers
to learn to play the Positive
Action song that Positive Ac-
tion coordinator Angie Hott
wrote to help kids learn to
sing it.  

The Tri-State Ukuletics
learned the tune and made a
video to help teachers learn,
Gauthier said.  Teachers will
learn basic ukulele chords,
tuning and several other
songs. There’s also the poten-
tial for kids to have access to

the ukuleles to learn to play
them too.  Students that have
seen the ukuleles at the shop
are really excited about them
coming to the school, she
noted.

Gauthier said their cooper-
ative’s programs help kids
enjoy learning to play music
in a safe, nurturing environ-
ment. Many families are fac-
ing financial challenges from
hard economic times and
can’t afford music lessons for
their children.  

Scholarships are available
through BlackCat Music Co-
operative for kids that can’t
afford music lessons, Gau-
thier, said BlackCat Music
Shop and Studio continues its
regular music instruction pro-
grams and the BlackCat
School of Rock.

VISTA volunteer
AmeriCorps VISTA volun-

teer Amber Light from the
West Virginia Promise-Al-
liance For Youth is working
with Gauthier  doing Black-
Cat Music Cooperative pro-
gram development, grant
writing, funding research and
managing their website,
Facebook page and other so-
cial media.  Light, an  Alder-
son-Broaddus University
graduate with a psychology
major, came on board around
two months ago. 

Light is currently working
on the Friday, October 6 Sec-
ond Annual Kids Music Day
at the Boys and Girls Club of
the Eastern Panhandle’s Mor-
gan County unit.  Gauthier
said that the Tri-State Ukulet-
ics will be performing and
three of its youth performers
will play for the kids. The
BlackCat Music Cooperative
is going to be making shaker
percussion instruments with

club members and teaching
them about ukuleles, music
and how great music is, Light
said. 

Light is also a trombone
player and is learning to play
the cello. She played in her
high school and  college
bands and brings her musical
expertise and enthusiasm for
music to their efforts, Gau-
thier said.  

Light  said that what she
loves about music “is that it’s
a way to express yourself.”
She hopes to make the Black-
Cat Music Cooperative pro-
grams sustainable after her
year of VISTA service is up. 

Gauthier said they’re pur-
suing  grants, seeking private
donors, scholarship donations
and local funding opportuni-
ties and are  collaborating
with non-profit organizations
and schools to sustain their
programs. Gauthier and Light
attended a recent West Vir-

ginia Families Leading
Change conference to learn
about additional resources
and grant funding.  

Future programs
A weekly guitar club at the

Boys and Girls Club for mid-
dle school and high school
students will be starting by
the beginning of November.
Gauthier applied for a grant
for the guitars.  Six  selected
teens will get to keep the gui-
tars if they complete the pro-
gram. 

Other possible BlackCat
Music Cooperative programs
are additional in-school and
after-school music instruction
programs with other instru-
ments, a Berkeley Springs
High School guitar club and
a singing class for younger
students, depending on  inter-
est. 

Also in the works is a
BlackCat Music Cooperative
summer rock camp where
teens will improve their in-
strument skills and create a
community music event. The
BlackCat  Music Cooperative

is   collaborating with the
Morgan County Partnership
on a future “Morgan County
Has Talent” music event,
Gauthier said.

Benefits of music
Research shows many ben-

efits of music instruction
which include language and
math development,   creative
thinking, better memorization
and recall skills, problem-
solving, teamwork,   im-
proved English and math
scores and academic achieve-
ment and increased     self-
confidence and self-esteem. 

Music also enhances emo-
tional well-being and intel-
lectual development, builds
imagination, is relaxing and
stress-relieving and teaches
discipline and empathy to-
ward others.  

For more information
about the BlackCat Music
Cooperative, call 703-232-
2825 or contact them through
their website, Facebook page
or at blackcatmusic
cooperative@gmail.com.

BlackCat Music Cooperative executive director Janet Gauthier (left) and AmeriCorps Prom-
ise VISTA Amber Light are seen with some of the 25 colorful ukuleles   that Warm Springs In-
termediate School will receive on October 9 through a collaboration between their
organization and the Morgan County Partnership.

 

  

utitInstncerCa e

 

  

Early detection is the key!

 

  

 

  

 

  

aphy Clinic
” fee.

8  •  8am to 3pm

 

  

3D Mammogra
older at a discounted “community service”

October 7, 14, 21 & 28

 

  

Discounted 

$
WVU

eeningScr
Fee…

60
edCash, Check, Crre

ed,equirreder is not rres orrdA physician’’s egister by phone.but patients must rre
esults.eceive test rreAny patient without a physician will be assigned one to rre

Call 1-844-802-2734, option #2 to schedule your 
.s Imaging Centerr.omen’appointment at either WWo

Berkeley Medical Center 
s Imaging Centeromen’WWo

om Berkeley Medicaloss frroLocated acrro
venueennessee ACenter on TTe

s Imaging Centeromen’WWo
fersonom Jefffoss frroLocated acrro

Medical Center

Medicine.org

 

  

000
dit Carrd

The TALL and...

Call or Stop by Today 
For All Your 

Advertising and Printing Needs

th
e 

sh
or

t 
of

 it
.

The Morgan 
Messenger

16 N. Mercer Street 
Berkeley Springs

304-258-1800
Locally Owned and Operated Since 1893


